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The Picture of Inozrt xoency, 
Lively (ycx lovingly) Delineatcd. 


He moſt — jars and inteſtine diviſions be= 
tween our molt unkinde and unadviſed Inde- 
pendent Brethren and the P —_— partys 
) eſpecially in matters of Church-government, 
having proved ſuch a ſad and fore Rewora and 
retardation to the moſt bleſſed and glorious 
work of Reformation,at this time,in the Church 
of God, fo /ong and ſo lougingly deſired by us all, and (at the firſt) 
ſo ſmoothly and ſweetly begun among us, have filled my ſoule 
(and many thouſands more) with many and moſt various both ſad 
ind ſerious thoughts and conjectures , both concerning the rice 
ind root thereof, the preſent growth and increaſe of them, and the 
futwre fear and danger thereof; even no lefle then a milcrableand 
confuſed Anarchy, it not ſeriouſly ſeen into, and ſeaſonably pre- 
rented, either by a holy and humble reconciliation in them, or by 
tjuſt neceſſirared reffriftion by authority. Now, I conſidered with 
my ſelfe, that for me to perplex my thoughts about the D ogmati- 
tall diſcuſſion of the Controverſie it ſelf , would be as exaleſſe as it 
lach been fraitleſſe in reſpe of its proper end,yet I know much 
food and (atistaftory /erelement in tire Truth hagh come by the la- 
dours that Way taken 2: Burt, I conecived it, a yef more near and as 
ſure a way of ſatisfaftion, ſeriouſly and (incerely tolook into the 
pratticall-manner of managing the matrer in controver/ie on our 
Diſſenting-Brethrens part, And truly, me thought (and that,upon 
parent and indubitable grounds, as, by and by , I ſhall, I hope, 
make manifelt) that char of divinely inſpired and moſt wiſe King 
lolomon, Prev.13-10. ſeaſonably and ſuitably offered it ſclfe unto 
Re, aS a 1431, it nor ſole and certain rice and ground of all che un- 
Aniſtianly and unbrotherly broyles and breaches, in this kinde a- 
nong us, viz. that, Only by Pride comes Contertion. This being, 
iten, the undoubted ſpurious Spring of our /ad and bad diviſions, 
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I could not, but inf#antly and eaſily apprehend Self to be one moſt: 
ſtrong #reame and turbulent forrenr 1fluing out of that foul fown« 
raine, Which, that it moſt clearly appears /o in generall, we have 
here « ſure wordof Truth for it : And that iris /o in this particu- 
lar, and preſent ſpeciall caſe, what man, though but mecrly ratio- 
nall, can deny, that rightly and 1mpartially difcernsany thing at 
all in the mannaging of the matter oy our Independent or Diſſent« 
ing Brethren vox their Presbyterian Brethren ? For if it bc not. 
Spiritwall-pride, and Selfe-ſeeking , that lead th:m on in their 
ſtrange New-way (but, that they, with us, cleatly intend, as they 
ſe-m ſeriouſly to prerend, the glory of G od in his own pare wor ſhip, 
and that King 7eſws alone may rule his Church and childrens con- 
ſciences according to his written Word ) why,then, ſtrive 45 {0 
ſtrenuouſly for /uch a Way of wor ſhip and governement, Which they 
are not able to demonltrate & make clear from the written Word 
unto their Presbyterian- Brethren ? Now, if they are not able (as 
they have oft-and earneſtly. been moved and mild-ly-intreated 
thereunto ) poſitiv: ly and plainly to fct down unto us ſuch an ex+ 
aft Way of worſhip and Gubernation of Gods (hwrch as may nor, 
Without ſine, be altcred in the leaſt circumſtantiall particle there» 
of, to the end of the world ; why reſt they not content (with us) 
with ſo much materiality of wor ſhip and gevernment as 1s ſet forth: 
plainly & clearly inthe Word, and with godly moderation, piety, 
and prudence, humbly rctcr the reſt (in meer cirenmſtantials ) to 
Chriſtian godly Governoxrs and Magiftrates,nffiſted with an A+ 
ſembly of molt learned and pious P aftewys and Teachers (no whit 
inferiour , for parts. and prety to the bef? of theirs ) and both theſe 
regulated and direfted by the right rule of Gods Word, as near us 
poſſibly (inthe integrity of their ſoules) they are able ; herein, al- 
fo, ſccking aſſiſtance trom Gods holy and un-erring Spirit, by much 
faſting wad prayer, which, I think, they darc not deny to be Gods 
Way. Why,1 ſay, muſt thi molt :onfiderable and moſt: oble Body 
of Bereans be rather regulated and circumſcribed to the anWrittes 
New-lights and ſtrange Enthwſiaſmes of our Diſſenting Brethreng 
+ they being alſo a molt inconſiderable and inferionr part ( therefore) 
of the Body ? Is there any reaſon, much lefic religion for it? 
if not, what then, means all this moſt unkinde and unbrotherly 
writirg and wrangling agaialt your Prerbyterian Breebren,whom 
it higaly concernes to contend earne{tly to maintaine the fairh, 
and thoſe truths of God (Jude, v. 3.) delivered to them, and (45 
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The Piflure of [yn DEPENDENCY, 


honoured by the fpecial bleſſing of God himſclfe on their w ay 
godly Church-government, as hath been allalong (for theſe many 
ycars) molt viſiblein thoſe many thow/an ds of molt precions (hri- 
ftians and venerable Saints, brought forth and bred up in the 
Presbyterian-Way, as Gods way, and, ſo highly honoured by him. 
ſelfe, as is aforetaid. Theſe, I ſay, are thoſe that are molt fit, yea, 
that are moſt deeply bound in conſcience, carneftly ro contend for 
| their /o ſound and ancient doftrine and diſcipline ; not you of the 
Independent-Way , for your meer imaginary opinions and barely 
concested new- 0207 WET Rave Geer fired agalne and againe to 
manifeſt unto us out of Geds Ford, or from the conſtant prattiſe 
of any ſerled Church inall Emrope, what it is ye would have, and 
what it is ye hold, as a certaine, fixed, and wnalterable rule of 
Gods Worſhip and Church Govern-ment, but to this very day have 
not ingermouſly declared it, or deal: plainly with us therein ; wit- 


ridiculous voluntary-baniſhment ; ſelf-praiſings of your own parts 
and piety ; complainings, (but, molt untruly )) how ye have been 
ſighted and contemmnedamong us ; whereas, ye have been equally 
embraced and honoured divers wayes, both by the Parliament, 
Aſſembly, and City of London, with the beſt of our Presbyterians ; 
4 Grafting . how ye have becn approved and entertained in your 


y,n Holland, 0c. both the Reformed Church 
in Holland and France allo have aſſured us by the teſtimony of di- 
vers of their molt pious and eminent D ivines, the clean contrary, 
wd that they have rejcRed your Way , as very dangerom and de- 
fruGive to the. Church of God, and vilifying and wndervaluing 
allthe Reformed Churches, in campariſon of yours : and (to come 
tothe poiat) plexding a mentall reſervation in the main matter of 
our deſire untilLit come to a dead: lift, or a hard pinch : Jon Laying 
down this irreligious Paradox for a principle (whic maKe 
open and conſtant profeſſion of, and wiſhto be enatted , as the 
moſt ſacred law of all athers, in the miſt of allother Eccleſiafti- 


confonatit to Gods Word and Scripturall Truth) praiſed by all , 
the Saints in all the Reformed Churches of ( hriſtendome, yea anc 


neſſe even that ſo highly cryed up Apologeticall Narration atteſted / - | 
by five of Four oof ET Pale otra: endency , made-up 7 ©! (* £248 


ologets 
miialy, of many, indeed, fair pretences ; as, of a ſtrange and almoſt ©**© NZ v A 
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keeping this Reſerve, to alter and retraft What ever ſoonld be diſer> 
vered to be taken up by you out of 4 —— of the rule, 
This being the avowed profcſiion of your five grand-eApologiſtr, 
to the whole world, in print : yet, a principle ſo inconſiſtent with 
ſound faith and truth of Religion (of which, you ſo much yaunt) 
x5 that it ſuits with none but ſuch an one whom the Apoltle(Famer 
1.6,7,8.) long ſince, ye know reprehended and charaRterized, 
(the true charafter, indeed, me thinks, of our Independent Bre. 
thren ) viz. eA double minded man, unftable in all bis Wayes, Waves 
ring, like a Wave of the ſea, drvven about With the winde, and toſſed. 
Which, he cloſeth up with chis dreadfull determination. Let wort 
that man think, be ſhall receive any thing of the Lord. And j 
Scepticks (as you profeſſe your ſelves by this A ererming- 
tion) cannot ſo much as think to receive any thing of the Lord; 
with what faces and conſciences can ye think to obtrude your I» 
dependent-Wayes and fancierupon us, as the infallable Oracler,nay, 
Scepter, and Government of God and Chriſt, which your ſelves, 
infallibly bclieve not to be ſuch, and take up only for the preſent, 
with a Reſerve of altering, and not binding your very ſelves there» 
to, for the fwrure ? For Gods ſake, my Brethren, take heed what 
ye do herein : For does not the Apoltle, 2 7am.; 3-1,2.) propheſie, 
That in the laſt dayes, perilous times ſhall come ; for men ſhall be ls 
vers of themſelves, covetous, boaſfters, proud, beady, big b-minded, 
having « forme of godlineſſe, but dewying the power thereof. Ever 
learning, but never able ts come to the knoWuledge of the Truth. ea 
{uch as will not endure ſound dofrine , but after their own luſts 
will heap to th:miſelves teachers, having itching cares, turni 
away theirears from the truth, and will be turned unto fables a 
htions, new-lights and revelations. And are not your cha pre- 
tended NeWs- lights, the very perſons, thus, delineated, by your 
own confeſſions and praRiſes too, even Murmurers, Com- 
plainers, defirons to walk after your own laſts, and having mens 
perſons in admiration for advantage. Yea, take heed (1 ſay ) = 
not found to be thoſe Clouds WithoTT water carried about With 
Windes, and thoſe Wandring-Stars Which the Apeftle {de ſpeates 
of, which know not When or Where, immutably, to fix your fa h and 
judgements ? Whereas, our Prerbyterians , und all other True Be- 
lieveriare alwayes (1 Cor,15.58. Phil.1.27, & Chap.q.1, &c.) 
Sted faft guumoveable, ſtanding faſt in the Lord, in one ſpirit and in 


one wind, ſtriving together for the faith of the Goſpell, and not jy 
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ſed to and fro, like children, carried about With every Winde of do» 


Brine, by the ls ; om. as too too many Scepticall- Independexts 
are, to the great © ic and ſcandall of Religiow. O my Bre- 
thren, I have therefore great cauſe to fear you © EET ron c 
Martyr: for that Charch-Way or Diſcipline, CrTEm Ta to 
which you will nor I ſo much as 65»de your judgement ; 
ho, though bat only for the preſent. 

Now , if «ll this aforeſaid, ariſe not (as wiſe Xing Solomon 

) from Spirituall Pride and /e!f-ſeeking , what meancs (I fa 

this f-wirleſſe writing and wrangling ( Nena 
fling with, and ) "againſt the unqueſtionable heaven-honoured 
Truths of the Prerbyterian-Way , never to be refuted (though 
much quarrelied at ) by all the AeW-Speculations of our moſt 
mkinde Diſſenting brethren, As namely, your moſt unjuſt and ir- 
jriow quarrellings, and (I fer ) mat FFEUea TT TEA 
ryerend Maſter Edwards his pious, painfull, and learned Prea- 
ding and Writing againſt your Novel-wayes, eſpecially your 


EE TR TT DOR SBS ICTE RN — WW _ 


zgainlt his moſt learned eLurapologia, not hitherto 
nſwered (as, indeed, unanſwerablc) by the bf of youall. How 
i have the elaborate labours of Reverend Maſter Hey, learncd 
Doftor Srwarr, religious and learned Maſter Retrerford , and di- 
w$other Eminent Divines, been (lighted, traduced, and abuſed 
you, who have moſt copicuſly and conſcienciouſly confirmed 
invincible arguments, Scripture, and reaſon) their Precbyte- 
Wl, and molt abundantly and clearly confuted your Independent- 
dy ? And (though in the lalt, yet not in the leaſt place) how have 
tmoſt ungodlily, and ungratcfully traduced and palpably abuſed 
leus and moſt precious Maſter Pry»ne, who ( as I had a late for- 
er occaſion to make like-worthy and honourable mention of 
in my Letter to Mr 7.Goodwin ) for his moſt famous and faith- 
Sufferings,his moſt elaborate, leamed,and divine Writings,and 
bis indefatigable and moſt fruitfull Services, many-fold waycs, 
i for this Turch and Srate too, can never be ſufficiently ho- 
wed, embraced, and beloved by all true-hearted Chriftians over 
8 whole kingdome ; yet (I fay ) how hath this moſt incompa- 
and precious Gentleman, this molt Eminent Saint and Ser» - 
of the Lord and famous Patriot of hi £ oxntry, been lately 
liberally traduced, and moſt groſſcly abuſed by, almoſt, all our 
, unkinde and ungratefull D; fenting brethren of the ( ongre- 
wall Church-way ; But moſt eſpecially (and more _ , 
| Ince. 
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keeping this Reſerve, to alter and retralt What ever ſhould be diſce> 
vered to be taken up by you out of 4 A of the rule, 
This being the avowed profcſiion of your five grand-eApologiſtr, 
to the whole world, in print: yet, a principle fo inconſiſtent with 
ſound faith and truth of Religion (of which, you ſo much vaunt) 
$5 that it ſuits with none but ſuch an one whom the Apoltle(Zamer 
1.6,7,8.) long ſince, ye know reprehended and charaRcrized, 
(the true charafer, indeed, me thinks, of our Independent. Bre. 
thren ) viz. eA double minded man, unſtable in all bis Wayes, Waves 
ring, like a Wave of the ſea, drvven about With the wide, and toſſed. 
Which, he cloſeth up with chis dreadfull determination. Let net 
that man think, be ſhall receive any thing of the Lord. And j 
Scepticks (as you profeſſe your ſelves by this A ererming- 
tion) cannot ſo much as think to receive any thing of the Lord; 
with what faces and conſciences can ye think to obrrude your 7s 
dependent-Wayes and fancierupon us, as the infallable Oracles,nay, 
Scepter, and Government of God and Chriſt, which your ſelves, 
infallibly bclieve not to be ſuch, and take up only for the preſent, 
with a Reſerve of altering, and not binding your very ſelves there- 
to, for the furure ? For Gods fake, my Brethren, take heed what 
ye do herein : For does not the Apoltle, 2 71m. 31,2.) propheſie, 
That in the laſt dayes, perilous times ſhall come ; for men ſhall be ls 
vers of themſelves, covetous, boafters, proud, heady, big b-minded, 
having « forme of godlineſſe, but dewying the power thereof. Ever 
learning, but never able ts come to the knovvleage of the Truth, Yea 
{uch as will not endure ſound dofrine , but after their own luſts 
will heap to themſelves teachers, having itching cares, turni 
1way theirears from the truth, and will be turned unto fables and 
hRtions, new-lights and revelations. And are not your chas pre- 
tended NeW- lights, the very perſons, thus, delineated, by your 
own confeſſions and praiſes too, even Murmurers, Com- 
plainers, defironsto walk after your own laſts, and having mens 
perſons in admiration for advantage. Yeu, te beve(Lnp get 
not found to be thoſe Clouds WithoTf water carried about With 
Windes, and thoſe Wandring-Stars Which the ApoFtle ?udefpeates 
of, which know not When or Where, immutably, to fix your fayth and 
judgements ? Whereas, our Presbyterians , and all other True Be 
tievert are alwayes (1 Cor.15.58. Phil.1.27, & Chap.4.1, &c.) 
Stedfaft,unumoveable, ſtanding faſt in the Lord, in one ſpirit andin 


one minde, ſtriving together for the faith of the Goſpell, and not jy 
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ſed to and fro, bh children, carried abont With every Winde of de» 
Brine, by the ſlight 7 men, as too too many Scepticall- Independexts 
O 


are, to the great c and ſcandall of Religion, O my Bre- 
thren, I have therefore great cauſe to fear you wi Baa pre 
Martyrs for that Charch-Way or Diſcipline, rare, to 


which you will not peremprorily ſo much as bi»de your judgement ; 
no, though bat only for the preſent. 
Now , if al this aforeſaid , ariſe not (as wile Xing Solomen 
foes) from Spirituall Pride and ſelf-/ceking , what meancs (I fa 
this frwirleſſe writing and wrangling ( Emer 
fling with, and) againſt the unqueſtionable heaven-honoxred 
Traths of the Prerb terian-Way , never to be refuted (though 
much quarreled at ) by all the XeWw-Speculations of our moſt 
unkinde Diſſenting brethren, As namely, your moſt unjuſt and in- 
juriows quarrellings, and (I fext J maTero er FFURTa TT Teil 
reverend Maſter Edwards his pious, painfull, and learned Prea- 
ching and Writing againſt your Novel-wayes, eſpecially your 
quarrelling againſt his moſt learned eLurapologia, not hitherto 
anſwered (as, indeed, unanſwerable) by the bf of youall. How 
alſo have the elaborate labours of Reverend Maſter Herl, learncd 
DoRtor Srmarr, religious and learned Maſter Rxtterford , and di- 
verSother Eminent Divines, been (lighted, traduced, and abuſed 
by you, who have moſt copicuſly and conſcienciouſly confirmed 
(by invincible arguments, Scripture, and reaſon) their Presbyte- 
riall, and molt abundantly and clearly confuted your Independent- 
4 ? And (though inthe lalt, yet not in the leaſt place) how have 
ye moſt ungodlily, and ungratcfully traduced and palpably abuſed 
pious and moſt precious Maſter Pry»ne, who ( as I had a late for- 
mer occaſion to make like-worthy and honourable mention of 
tim,in my Letter to Mr 7.Goodwin ) for his moſt famous and faith- 
full Sufferings,his moſt elaborate, learned,and divine Writings,and 
tor his indefatigable and moſt fruitfull Services, many-fold waycs, 
both for this ( Torch and Srate too, can never be ſufficiently ho- 
wored, embraced, and beloved by all true-hearted Chriftians over 
this whole kingdome ; yet (I fay ) how hath this moſt incompa- 
nbleand precious Gentleman, this molt Eminent Saint and Ser= - 
tex of the Lord and famors Patriot of hiz (omntry, been lately 
ud liberally traduced, and moſt groſſcly abuſed by, almoſt, all our 
Toft unkinde and ungratefull Difſentirng brethren of the (ongre- 
{wall Church-way ; But moſt eſpecially (and more _ 
ICC. 
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fince my foreſaid Letter was publiſhed ) by the fore-mentioned 
Maſter John Goodwin (as in all his former inſulting and uſavory 
pecces; ſo above all ) in that laſt and worft moſt ſcandalous 
Pamphlet of his, Entituled Ca/nmny arraigned and Caſt, » moſt 
Aaſhy and falſe work (as I can eaſily prove) and a molt undif- 
creet, unjult, and unreaſonable taske undertaken by him, in taking 
apon him to be both J«dge and Party, in his own cauſe, For, who 
can expett any other but a totall convition and tyrannicall cenſure 
from a profeft Adverſary 2gainlt his Antagonift ? Bur, if any im- 
partiall and judicions Reader will but enquire for, and read over, 
ſcriouſly this Mr, 7ohn Goodwins Letter to Mr. Thomas GoodWin, 
then in Holland (not we wry: printed and publiſhed by Mr. Bel 
Lamy in Cornhill, in Loxdor. ) he ſhall then ſee to his deep admire 
tion what a fit man Mr, John Goodwin (fo tainted with Socinie- 
ſme (if not Arminianiſme) with molt dangerous Errors in $4 
ving-faith ; ſometime a Presbyterian, and ſometime an [ndepen- 
dent ) is to fit a Iwdge, to arraigne, caſt, and condemne, (uch a molt 
conſtantly, orthodox, pious, and painfull ſeryant to God and his 
country, as Mr. Prynne ? And then, certainly, the Reader mult 
needs alſo break forth (with me) into an extafic of aſtoniſhment 
and admiration at the ſtrange boldneſſe and unbluſhing audacity of 
Mr. Iohn Goodwin, ſo to cenſure others, conſedering his own guilt, 
levity, and inftability of minde, and groflecrrours in judgement; 
his ſaid vanity and wnconſtancy of minde and promptitude to error, 
being lately further enformed to me by very reverend and credible 
teſtimony; thus, That even when he was 2 Sudent jn the Vnrverſ» 
ty of Cambriage,his Centemporaries there with himghave reported 
and witneſſed of him, that he ever loved to maintain and defend 
firage Opinions among them : Wherety it ſeems the man ( Sale 
mander-like)cannot live out of the fire of contention & offenſive 0- 
pinions;not withſtanding that one of his bewirched pert (if not,ma- 
l-pert)Preſelytes,moſt abſardly,{upercilioully,& falfly called him, 
A great Maſter in Iſrael, and the beft of men. How,alſo,hath that 
torc ſaid Noble Berear, I mcan Mr. Prymne, been yet more lately 
and more boldly abuſed, by a moſt ſcurrillous, proud, aad illitte- 
rate poor Pamphlet, under the notion or title of Mr. Iohn Lilborni 
Letter to Mr. William Prynne ? Wherein, how frothily, foadly, 
and falſely, hath he abuſed, not only precious Mr. Pry»ne, whole 
Books (in point of a Diſputant) he is moſt unworthy to bear aftcr 
Mr, Pr ynne ; wilfolly mif-reciting and mif-reporting his Poſitions 
| poit 
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'potnt-blank againſt his words and writings, which, ſurely, he ej- 
ther read not or underſtood not ; as if Mr. Prynne concurred with 
the Jcſuites in a point whercin he is moſt oppolite unto them ; 
complaining agaialt the Parliaments juſt reſtraint againlt libellous 
printing, even in his libellous Letter, an print, before ever it came 
to Mr. Prynne 1n writing : But alſo reviling the whole Reverend 
Aſſembly of molt learned and pious Divines, terming them (moſt 
—s and wager en ) atlealt three or four times,no better then 
Blaoks Cotes, and, The profeſt enemies of { hriſt himſelf : yea, and 
molt audaciouſly wud. —— the A ens, AL, wp 
it ſelfe, both Lords and Commons, with diſhonourable breach of 
their Covenant ? But it hath pleaſed the moſt righteous Judge of 
all men, in ſome meaſure, to mcet with the evill of both theſe moſt 
ungratefull Sons of their Mother, the Church of God , in way of 
puniſhment (as I,for my part, cannot but give God the glory,& (0 
account it, the one) by jult Game,in being deſervedly thruſt out of 
his Living,in Lexdon,by theP arliament;the other by /mart,recciy« 
Inga molt dangerous wound in oxe of hu eyes,by a Pike, immediate- 
ly after his publiſhing of that moſt fhallow and filly Letrer. God 
give them both hearts to lay theſe things to heart , leſt a worſe 
thing follow. 

Again, if Pride, (give me leave I pray you,withour offence, (till 
to uſe che language of Canaan,to {peak inthe dialet of Gods own 
Holy Spirit, which ye ſeem to delight in ) if Pride, I ſay,and Se/f- 
ſeeking,or Self-engagements be not the Spring of al theſe your molt 
unhappy and unholy conrextions with us ; what then, means your 
moſt unjuſt and can/eleſſe Schiſme and ſeparation from us? and 
didaining to joyn and communicate in holy Ordinances and Af- 
ſkmblics with us, putting your ſclves into an unwarrantable way 
of gathering peculiar Charches, out of (hurches, toyour ſclves, 
falling, point-blank, upon that compl:int and crimination of pa/- 

le S hiſwe (which , I admire ye fce not, and ingenuouſly ac- 

wiedge not, even to this day ; but moſt obſtinately and wit 
fully, I fear,run on in) which the ApoltleP ax himſclt fo complains 
of, viz. That one is of Pa/, anothcr of «Apollo, and another of 
Cephas : So ye, one is of Dr. Holmeſes, another of Mr. GoodWins, 
and another of Mr. Leckyers Congregation ; the very /ame thing, 
je ſee, that the holy Apoltle P a#/ himſclf,there complains of,even 
thus (as mnch as in you is) to drvide and rend Chrilt him(ſclt a ſfun- 
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( ongregation,yea,every particular Saint of yours (as ye cal them ) 
a trac and entire Church, as Mr. D- one of your tndependent Byes 
thren holds, and publickly teaches ; to every of whom equally, ye 
ſay, the Keyes belong, (and I think , by this rule, tothe Women« 
$aintr,as well as tothe Men-Sainrs ) not being ſubject ro any ap» 
peale or coercive-poWver, other then your own z no, norto adinit of 
any counſ: 11 or advice from other Congregations , further then ye 
pleaſe to ask and entertain it your ſelves. Now, if ſuch an uncough 
Chaor, and ſtrange Church-Way (as ye call it) as this is, ſhould be 
admitted over this Whole Kingdome : O, I tremble to think and 
conceive, what a Humans capits cervicem jungere equinam, &c, 
as the Poct Horace ; or what a Aſfoxftrum horrendum, informe, 
ingens, &c. as Virgil; this would prove in ſhort time 1 And yet 
you our moſt zmprovident Diſſenting Brethren call and count this 
only, Chriſts Way, and your Selves only (that run in it) of Chrilts 
Kingdome, excluding all other Chriſtians (very many of whom, 
every way elſe as godly and gracious as your ſelves, and by ſome of 
your own learned & more moderate Independents (even your five 
Apologiſts them(ſclves) held to be a rrwe { barch of Chrilt, and to 
tave x trne Miniftry, yet thucting out, I ſay, all theſe Chriſtians 
from Chrilts kingdomezeven as the profeſ? enemies thereof,and ac- 
counting them and their innocent babes and children,no better then 
Ethnicks and Heathens whom ye will by no meancs admit into ' 
your Aſſemblies or (ongregations,to partake ofthe precious Ordi- 
ances of lite and falvation ( Baptiſme and the Lords Swpper ) if 
they willnot joyn with you in your Church-way , and take your 
unwarrantable and unſcripturall fermall- Covenant, invented by 
your ſelves : or, if they be poor, and cannot help to ſupport (with 
their purſes) your Congregationall-Way : I ſp:ak but what I know 
herein, and can produce wy ttimonies, Tell me, I beſeech you, 
where (in all the whole Book of God, from Geneſis to the Revela- 
220n5) Separation from Chriſtian Brethren,every way as good and 
godly as your ſelves, is either commended or commandec ? And, 
if yeare not able (1s, to this day, ye never were, nor ever can) to 
make this clear unto us : Then, how dare ye thus obſtinatcly and 
cqulclcficly ſeparate from us into Corners and Chambers, and I 
know not what private and unwarrantable Aſſemblies; Whereas, 
we Cain molt plentifully prove (yea, your own conſcicnces can- 
not but check and chide you for) the contrary z namely; how 
clearly it isthe will of God that Chriltian Unity agd Society be 
_maiatained, 
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maintained, Witneſſe, that eſpecially (among many other full 
Texts of Scripture for it) of the Apoſtle, Epheſc4.1,2,3.4, &c. 1 
therefore Paul the priſoner of the Lord, beſeech yee that you walke 
Worthy of the vocation, Wherewith ye are called. With all lowlineſſe 
and meekne (ſe, With long. [uffering, forbearing one another in love, 
Endeavenring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
For, there ts one body , and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one 
hope of your calling. One Loyd, one Faith, oxe B apti/me, one God, 
one Father of all, Who ts above all, and through you ail, and in you 
all. Together, I fay, with very many orher inolt pregaant Scrip= 
tures to this purpoſe, How then O my Brethren «© are ye do theſe 
things (exc-pt it be by that molt deſt1uRive and p:rnicious plea 
for Liberty of (*onſcience, which ye ſo urge,1nd cry up,and cry out 
for, to do what ye liſt, in pretended mar'ers of conſcience ; vehe= 
mently urging, that the Civl/-magiſtrate hath no power to rule 
over any Chriſtians conſcience ; which, though wecaſily grant in 
point of private believing , yet, we {iy and will jultifie , he has 
power to regulate Chriltians conſciences, in point of publick, pi- 
044, and peaceable pratticall. cariage, both in life and doftrine, as 
is moſt clear from that pregnant & impregnable Scripture, 1 7 im. 
2.1,2,3. Where the Civill-mariftrate is acknowledged by the A- 
poltle Pal himfelt, to be the principal inſtrument of God to re- 
gulate mens outWard conſciences (as I may call them)as w<ll in 
all godlineſſe a$ honeſty, for the preſervation of p»blick peace, unity 
and community one with another. Unlefle ye dare avouch that 
Chriſt did purchaſe & /iberty of conſcience for men to finne, in any 
fort, which were moſt blaſphemous fo to ſay or think. How dare 
yethenT ſay Gf ye will ſhew your ſelves the Sons and Davghters 
of Chriſtian /ove, peace, and hmility) dotheſc things , even. thus 
ſeparate your ſelves from holy communion with us , and thus cex- 
ſorrouſly judge and think of us, who do even at this time) enjoy 
(ever bleſſed be the Lords free mercy for it,and the Lord grant that 
this unholy-ingratitude and Wanton-contention of yours, cut us not 
ſhort of the farther and freer enjoyment of ) the Yord,molt ortho- 
doxly, plentifully, and profoundly preached, the Sacraments, in 
ſweet meaſure (for the time ) purely adminiſtred ; and both Sa- 
eraments and Church-di/cipline in a moſt hopetull way (hail we 
but chankfull hearts, godly Wi/dome, and piors patience to wait the 
Lords leaſure (as it isour Chriſtian duty) for the perf. ting & co- 
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carvers ) even ever fince we molt happily ſhook off the Antichr;- 
ſtian yeke of our tyrannicall Prelates, to be bleſledly reduced and 
ſetled in a holy and «nblend:ed Way , free from beggarly-ceremonies 
and humane inventions,as much as by C hriftian prudence and piety, 
(backed and ſtrengthned by Gods» ighreſt-rulethe Scriptures) is 
poſſible to be attain'd unto, both for the preſe»» and farwre too. 
But, probably it will be here obzeRed ; But Sir, would you 
have us to ſubmit to ſucha { hurch-government or Dsſciplineas we 
fear & are informed by our learned & pious Paſtors, is as Antiti. 
chriſtian 8& as tyrannicall (if not more) than the Prelaticall was: 
and, which Mr. John GoodWin faies, in his 7 heomachia,is a bloody, 
unpeaceable, & perſecuring Way,a way much damping and deading 
the flouriſhing improvements of the gifes and graces of the Saints, 
W hereunto I anſwer; Firſt,that this is a moſt unjuſt & injurious 
flander maliciouſly caſt upon the Precbyterian-Way ; witneſle, as I 
ſaid before, the many thouſands of moſt eminent Saints and rare 
(briftians, famous in their ſeverall generations, 1n Geneva, Ger- 
many, Sweden, Hungary, Bohemia, Holland, France, Scotland and 
now in England, both for molt excellent and enlarged parts of 
learning and picty. Secondly, witneſſe the molt tranſcendent te- 
ſtimony of one of your own (now) prime Independent Brethren 
Mr, Lockyer by name, who (being at my houſe, upon jult occaſion 
thereunto afforded him by my ſelfe) profeſſed molt ſeriouſly unto 
me, that he having been in Scotland, and ſeen with his eyes, and 
taken ſpeciall noticeof the moſt exit prafticall managing of their 
Church-government (and we all know. that one eye-Wirneſſe is 
better then ten eare-wiineſſer, or then a hundred ſpeculative=con. 
ceits or imaginary NeW-lights ) 1nall the particulars thereof ; he, I 
fay,profeſſed moſt ſeriouſly unto me,that he was in £9n/cience con- 
vixced and clearly perſwaded that their Precbyterian-Way was meſt 
epoſtolicall and Evangelicall , even in theſe very tearms ; and 
what higher Excomiam could he poſſibly have given, in this be- 
half? Thirdly, and laſtly, in further anſwer hereunto ; I defireto 
aSK any ingenuous Diſſenting Brother or Siſter, and if their conſci- 
ence will but ſpeak-out the plain truth herein, let them freely fay, 
QO, what would they and I have given, or done, lefſe then ten years 
agoe, and fo, upward, to have had the Presbyterian Government, 
aSitthen was, and now is, in Scotland, to have been eſtabliſhed 
and {ct up among us, which, now, like fools and moſt-ungratefull 
Wantons, ye ſo contemne, condemne, and vilific , to your grea# 
Game be it ſpoken? - | nd rn LI Again, 


nn & ES. A yoo af Er Pie 


'» ba. "1D 


The Piflure of [yn DEPENDENCTY, 


Again, it may, pzradventure, be here objeted. But, arenot the 
Miniſters and many others of the Independent-Way , very eminent 
Saints and Chriſtians, both for their {earning and molt holy lives 
and #nſpotted converſation, and therefore to be, as juſtly, eredited, 
and believed in what they have delivered to us, by word or Writing, 
a5 auy of yours to the contrary ? 

I anſwer,neither the parts, nor piety of men (chough ever ſo ex7- 
Wardly pure and holy) are a right rale for truly wile Chriſtians to 
walk by ; but,contrary wiſe,very dangerous and deccivable : For 
(though from my heart, I here profeſl-; as in the preſence of God, 
the Searcher of all hears, that I love and honour very many of the 
Independent or Diſſenting Brethren, both for their learning and ho- 
h lives ; yet give me leave, as ingenuoully to confefſe, with all, 
that I much fcar them for their judgement and opinions ſake,which 
I hold dawgerom and d:fruttive ;) For, I ſay, as the Apoſtle Paul 
ayes, Gal.1.8. Though any of yeu, yea or an Angel from Hea- 
yen preach any other Goſpel or Word, then that which Chriſt and 
his Apoltles, 1n the Written Word hath delivered to us, let him be 
curſed. And my Brethren, *cis not an unknowa thing to Scho- 
lars, and any others, verlſt in Ecclefiaſticall hiftories, that the molt 
tngerous Herericks and firſt broachers of Hereticall and Schiſma- 
q iicall errours and opinions,as Pelagins, Arminius,&c. Were men 


of marvelous ##rit life, and extWard holixeſſe. This rule, ther: fore 
Ifay,is no ſolid, ſafe or right rule for pious and prudent Chriſtians 
| owalk by, but the written Wordof God only, and clear and de- 
mnſtrative deduttions and neceſſary conſequences drawne thence, 
by comparing Scripture with Scripture, and thus rryixg the ſpirits 
kherher they are of God or not, 1 Jobn 4.1. As the noble Bereans 
6, Now,all theſe premiſes ſeriouſly conſidered, wherein remains 
Ipray, the mighty diſtance and differeace between our molt un- 
linde Dsſſenting Brethren and us, itnot in the Self- flation of their 
þiritr, and in their Self-/ceking,and private ingageme nts,as hence 
we have great cauſe, more then to fear ? For, they ſay, they defire 
ut what we defire in the main, viz. Pure Ordinances, Holy Aſ- 
[mblies, and Chriſt upon hs Throne, only they diflent and differ 
rom us in ſome poor puntilios, ſome meer ſurmiſes, & bare pre- 
tsce of what z n0t,or not yer proved to us from Gods Word, with- 
1% which, they mult af as us, if we cannot believe them or be 
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them. What then, means this Daggers-drawing at one another for 
poor circumſtantials, things not abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation, 
and not jultifiable by you from the Word ? What, I wonder 
ſhould be the reaſon of this unreaſonable and irreligious contend. 
ing to divide Chrilts {eamleſſe-( vat ( wherein, indeed, our Di/ 
ſenting Brethren ſhew themſclves far worſe then the Chriſt.cyy. 
sifying Soldiers ) torthe pretended fringe fake thereot > What's 
the cauſc hereof, I ſay,if it benot too much of that knoW/edge Which | 
prfferh up, and too little of that /ove which edifierh ? Do ye think, 
my Brethren, that Men and Women given to ſtrife, contentions 
envyings, malutionſneſſe, hypocriſie, lying, pride, covetouſneſſe, and 
ſuch like, being fraits of the fleſh , and Ginnes — n 
Gods ſight, ( Co1.3.5,6,7,8 9. T1.3-2,3. ) ſhall not be ſhut ont of 
Heaven, as certainly,asthoſe given to /wearing, drunkenneſſe ure 
ther, Whoredome, and ſuch like more open enormities ? For ſhame 
then, my Brethren, forbear any I ngcr to bear-up your meeropini- 
nions with ſuch an «xfriexdly feud and irreconcileable raxcoyr, 
rife, and contention. What, had ye rather that three famou ard 
(Lately) flouriſhing K ingdomes nay { Chrifts Kingdome it (clte, us 
much as in you is) ſhould be ruinated & deſtroyed (tor,s Kingdm 
or Charch, divided Within it ſelf, ſayes oar bleſſed Saviour, camot 
ſtard) than that your hitherto wnproved opinions ſhould by yoube 
left and laid down? What, mult ye be Ceſars or nothing ? Had | 
ye rather loſe Peace awd Truth too, then Viftory ? May not the 
mocking and revyling Royaliſts at Oxford, and the Malignant | 
ſcoffers at Lonaon, yea, the Atheifts and Papi too every where ! 
elſe, ju'tly jeer us both, and in derifion tellus, the King and his }: 
party know not What ts grant us ; ſince we, thus agree not among } 
our { lves,and know not what ſhould be granted unto us? Nay,may } 
not the King of H-aven, the Lord our God himſelf, deny us the *' 
mercies, which we hitherto have had great hopes he intends to be- 
[tow upon us ; when we his chi/dren,like unthankfull (as 1 toucht 7! 
before) and Wrangling Wantons, fall out zmong our ſelves abouts 3 
r00- bold choice, fitted only ro our own fancies, and will have thu | 
or that, or #2ne at all ? Muſt Beggars, I ſay, be ther own carver, F 
both for the time and thing , or clic they will frampally fie 
their Brothers faces ? O where iS that pious wll-back of holy eA- 
brahbam to Lot, Let not us fall out together, Br, We are Brethres! 
But here, I know, ye will objeR and tell us. But Chriſt, inthe 
times of the Goſpe/,came not to lend peace on the earth, but a/ boy 
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+ |gd to ſet men at variance, one againſt another ; the father againſt 
is child, and the daughter againſt her mother, &c. Aſar.10. 34. 


, gz8 this, w*Þ this blefſed Prince of Peace brought intothe world, 
: lathetimes of the Goſpel? was it a ſword of ſtrife md contention, 
 \fyarianc2,a0d vitious diſcord of one godly and Chriſtian Brother 
's |gzinſt another ? of the godly father againſt his pious childe,of the 

ty religious daughter againſt her godly mother, No certainly,no 
keh matecr:but,of the godly father againſt the ungodly ſon,of truly 
«;, Imtuous children aguinlt obſtinately irreligious & carnall parents : 
nd Joly in this ſenſe (as I take 1t) that thoſe of a mans own houſe 
lin \hould be his utter enemic s. Butyin the other ſenſe,and to the other 
of inf godly Brethren, and truly pious Chriſtians among them- 
we {ies, even his Diſciples and Saints, *tis, I believe , and ought to 
me {xr otherwiſe : O, here, ſayes our Saviour, Peace, I leave you, 
minace / give unto you, fohn 14-27. This, indeed, was the great 
| Juleverlalting Legacy, which Chrilt before his death bequeathed 
and \abschildren, & {et the mark of Love upon them to be known to 
, 1 {lis Diſciples. And therefore in thisreſpert, ler me adviſe you, 
dm In brechren,to take great heed, 1c ſt by your unjuſt jarres,ye come 
mot {uncarthe number and nature of thoſe to whom our Saviour prc- 
n be 4ances a Woe , tor offending any of his innocent and peacecable 
Hil \ittle-onesof the Prerbyrerian-partyhis undoubted beloved ones; 
the "hoogh (as Chrilt fayes) offences may, and muſt,or will come, 
men | Neth.10.7. yet take heed ye be nor thoſe (as, I fear, yeare) by 
here | mtheſe offences do come, For,belicve it,tny Brethren,ye give 
iwpreat cauſe to ſet a mark upon you (Row.6.17.) for railing 
nong Jeuſing ſuch unjult diviſions and offencesamong ns, & to wilh 
oy Padall kept in New-£:gland & Holland (till,thenthus to come 
as the {ng us, to molcſt onr (at firſt) fo hopefull and happy peace and 
ro be- *m2tion, as ye'have done, ever fince ye came over tous, Only, 
oucht J=n, we my and mult ſee the kind of God forely upon us, 1n 
bouts IWiling you up, whowe hoped would and ſhould have been a 


vethis Pty help unto us) to help to whip us for our former unworthy 
rvert, Paing, and to be-no ſmall means to keep off the enjoyment of 
ye 1 rrfull- and- pure ordinances, longer then we expeRted. But 
ly A- Fd thus ye will ſo incon/iderately, and indeed, fo wnchriFtan- 
thren! Pretain your ungrounded opinions i» your ſelves ; yet will ye 
- inthe F(tleaſt) endeavour with us, ro maintain the grounds of pub- 
| ſwork, Mrece and (hriftian-nnity and wnanimity of FFirit againlt the 
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(ommon Adverſary ; but thus diſcover your impatient nakedve 
for the ſcoifing Chams of the Kingdome to deride and deteſt us 
both,and all,I fay,by your #nkinde and cau/elefſe quarrels with us? 
truly,ovy Brechren,it thus, ye wil #nbendi»gly perfilt to prefer your 
own wils before Gods will and Way ; which is, godly love & com- 
munion,not unWarrantable Wrangling & confuſion ; then take heed 
I beſcech you, lelt ye roo juftly fall into the compaſle and capacity 
of the generation of choſe men ; who (as Solomon layes, Prov.zo, 
I2.) are pure it their oWn eyes, and yet are not Waſhed from their 
filthineſſe. And who (asthe Lord himiclt ſayes by the Prophet,&/ay 
2.5.) Walkin a Way that is not good, even after their own thoughts, 
who ſay (unto their Brethren ) ſtand by your ſelves, come not near 
unto us,for we are belier than ye. Truly wy Brethbren,if theſe Scrip- 
tures be not exceeding nearly, yea,molt punually and properly ap» 
plyable to you ; to what end is your ſo Wilfa{/and obſtinate ſepara 
tion from us,to your own /o pretended pure (ongregationall Waiet 
and Charch Aſſemblies,not admitting any other of your Chriſtian 
Brethren to jJoyn with you, (nor you, by any means, willing to 
joyn or continue with them) but, as I ſaid before, counting t 
[mark this] and their children, as unholy Heathens, hereby, laping 
thus much,in effeRt,Srand by your ſelves, for We are bolier than ye 
Benot,I pray,diſpleaſed atthe Words,for they areGods own Words, 
not mine ; nor with the compariſon or reſemblance, forye calily ſee 
how peculiarly appliable it is :o yow, not #nto ws ; for, we defire 
molt cordially your incorporation and communion with us , andit 
behoves you (as I toucht before, who have firſ# made the breach, 
and molt »»kindly, and, as we conceive, molt wnjuſtly, ſeparated 
and departed from us) with all Chriſtian kumility, and godly ſelf- 
denyall, to return unto us, and fo to repair and make-up the /a4 | 
and bad breach ye have made between us. Which that it maybe | | 
ſo, (that ſo we may with holy Davidin a heavenly harmony of 
bearts and voyces, (ing out a loud and lovingly, Behold bow good © 
and joyful « thing it w, Brethren to dwell together in Vnity 1 1tis-y 
and ſhall be the ſincere and inceſſant prayer of 
Your Chriſtian Brother, 
V 


Imprimatur, Fa. Cranford, 


FINIS, 


